Non-surgical management of severe chronic pancreatitis.
The observation that drainage of the MPD in selected cases of severe chronic pancreatitis has a radical benefit on pain reduction supports the hypothesis that pain is mainly due to obstruction of the MPD. Further follow-up study is needed to assess whether endoscopic management can prevent progression of the disease and especially postpone the onset of diabetes and steatorrhea. The iterative character of the endoscopic management is at least an advantage when compared with surgery, which, in principle, might be considered definitive in only one operation. The present excellent results of non-surgical management of chronic pancreatitis suggest that these new procedures will find a prominent role similar to that already achieved for biliary tract procedures. Therapeutic endoscopy of the pancreas and chronic pancreatitis has focused on the 'stone and stricture' nature of the disease, and techniques have developed accordingly.